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Foreword

This document (EN 1127-1:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 305 “Potentially
explosive atmospheres - Explosion prevention and protection”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at
the latest by July 2014.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 1127-1:2007.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directives.

For relationship with EU Directives, see informative Annex ZA and ZB, which is an integral part of this
document.

Annex C provides details of significant technical changes between this European Standard and the previous
edition EN 1127-1:2007.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

CEN and CENELEC are producing a set of standards to assist designers, manufacturers and other interested
bodies to interpret the essential safety requirements in order to achieve conformity with European Legislation.
Within this series of standards CEN has undertaken to draw up a standard to give guidance in the field of
explosion prevention and protection, as hazards from explosions are to be considered in accordance with
EN ISO 12100.

In accordance with EN ISO 12100, it is a type A standard.
This standard describes the basic concepts and methodology of explosion prevention and protection.

CEN/TC 305 has a mandate in this area to produce B-type, and C-type standards, which will allow verification
of conformity with the essential safety requirements.

Explosions can occur from:

a) materials processed or used by the equipment, protective systems and components;

b) materials released by the equipment, protective systems and components;

c) materials in the vicinity of the equipment, protective systems and components;

d) materials of construction of the equipment, protective systems and components.

Since safety depends not only on equipment, protective systems and components but also on the material
being handled and its use, this standard includes aspects related to the intended use and foreseeable misuse,
i.e. the manufacturer should consider in which way and for which purpose the equipment, protective systems
and components will be used and take this into account during its design and construction. This is the only

way hazards inherent in equipment, protective systems and components can be reduced.

NOTE This standard may also serve as a guide for users of equipment, protective systems and components when
assessing the risk of explosion in the workplace and selecting the appropriate equipment, protective systems and
components.



