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European foreword 

This document (EN 3-8:2021) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 70 “Manual means of 
fire fighting equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2022, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by February 2022. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 3-8:2006. 

This document has been prepared under a Mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive 2014/68/EU, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of 
this document. 

This document is included in a series of documents covering: 

a) classification of fires (EN 2). 

b) mobile fire extinguishers (series EN 1866). 

EN 3 consists of the following parts, under the general title “Portable fire extinguishers”. 

— Part 7: Characteristics, performance requirements and test methods; 

— Part 8: Requirements for the construction; pressure resistance and mechanical tests for 
extinguishers with a maximum allowable pressure equal to or lower than 30 bar, which comply with 
the requirements of EN 3-7. 

— Part 9: Additional requirements to EN 3-7 for pressure resistance of CO2 extinguishers. 

NOTE The title of EN3-9 will upon revision be amended to read: “Part 9 - Requirements for the Assembly, 
Construction and Pressure Resistance of CO2 extinguishers which comply with the requirements of EN3-7.” 

— Part 10: Provisions for evaluating the conformity of a portable fire extinguisher to EN 3-7. 

List of major changes: 

The following sections have been revised: 

— title; 

— scope; 

— materials; 

— design; 

— permanent joining; 
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— relationship with the ESR’s; 

— relationship and titles to EN 3 series. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This document is a product standard. 

This document is of relevance, in particular, to the following stakeholder groups representing the market 
players with regard to pressure equipment safety: 

— pressure equipment manufacturers (small, medium and large enterprises); 

— health and safety bodies (regulators, accident prevention organizations, market surveillance, etc.) 

— pressure equipment users/employers (small, medium and large enterprises); 

— service providers, e.g., for maintenance (small, medium and large enterprises); 

The above-mentioned stakeholder groups have been given the possibility to participate at the drafting 
process of this document. 
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